MINUTES OF SHOTLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 28 JULY 2005

Present:  Cllrs J A Mullan, W A Corness, B Hooper, M J Matthews, G Steel, C Sullivan. 

In Attendance:  3 members of the public.

Apologies:  Apologies were received from. Cllr Bugg, previous commitment, Cllr Long, illness, Cllr Wrinch, family commitment, Mrs Cini, RFO and Pc Campbell.  County Cllr Wood and Dist Cllr Sadler also sent their apologies.

The meeting opened at 7.34 p.m.  The Chair welcomed Julia Catterwell, who briefly explained her wish to carry out a youth event in Shotley on 10 September between 12 and 3.00 pm.  She had asked for a village hall booking for a window of 11 am to 4 pm.  The intention is to introduce the two Youth Outreach staff, and hopefully the new Arts Officer, hold a five-a-side soccer tourney and other activities.  Julia hopes to form a Youth Forum to determine through a questionnaire what the youth consider is missing for them and what should be provided to in the area.  She had already approached the Babergh Crime Reduction panel for £150 to support the event, and thought that it would not be necessary for her to supplement this by approaching the Parish Council for financial help.  The Babergh Local Strategic Partnership would have funds and it was hoped to access it for help with providing activities/facilities in an area accessible to youth in the peninsula.  Shotley seemed to be a strong contender as the location of the facilities.  Cllr Steel advised on the content of the Parish Plan youth questionnaire.  It was hoped that communication would result in a satisfactory outcome, not an overlap of effort.  Julia then left for another meeting.

Declarations of Interest: 

Bid for funding from Shotley Primary School:  Cllr Matthews declared her interest as a parent governor.

Police Brief:  

A written report had been received.  There had been two thefts from vehicles, criminal damage to a window on Bristol Hill and a domestic dispute.

Minutes of Previous Meeting: 

The minutes of the previous meeting held on 16th June, had been previously circulated.  The reference to an application for a late extension was corrected to read “the Rose Inn”, and the minutes were then accepted as a true record and signed by the chairman.

Matters Arising:

Rubbish at the top of Wades Lane:  Babergh DC had acknowledged receipt of correspondence on the matter, which is now in hand.  As the area is private land it may take some time to resolve.

Waste Bins:  These had not been ordered.  It was confirmed that the provision of bins had previously been passed.  The Chair undertook to check and order the bins.  There may be a height restriction on the mounting of dog bins.  The Chair would double-check with Babergh Waste Management Dept.

(Chair’s note: the PC had agreed the purchase of 5 bins at a cost of £200 each on 21st October 2004)

Alms Houses:  The Chair had not received any word from the Charities Commission on income from the sale of the almshouses.  He undertook to check with them and with the charity as to whether the community would benefit from this sale.

RFO’s Points:

The RFO was not in attendance.  

Ipswich Transport Museum-“100 Years of Buses” Rally – It was agreed that £50 would be donated to the Museum to defray the cost of fuel used by the buses visiting Shotley.

Home-Start – A letter had been received but information on the cost of using the Village hall was not to hand.  When the figures were available the matter would be reconsidered.  

Shotley School – Cllr Matthews left the meeting at this point.  A formal letter had been received proposing that an “Educational Visits Hardship Fund” be started and requesting an initial donation of £250.00 towards it.  There was much discussion about the method used to determine need.  Cllr Sullivan reminded the Council that within Ipswich schools can apply for funds from the Northgate Foundation but there is nothing similar within the peninsula.  Cllr Steel suggested that the head teacher might consider setting up a pyramid cluster with Holbrook High School, since parents of Shotley children attending Holbrook might approach the PC for similar consideration.  It was agreed that the Head Teacher should be requested to consider the introduction of a system similar to the Northgate Foundation to act as a filter for applications.  It was proposed by Cllr Sullivan, seconded by Cllr Steel, that a grant of £250.00 be made to Shotley Primary School for the setting up of an Educational Visits Hardship Fund.  This was carried unanimously. Cllr Matthews returned.

Play Area, cost of repair - Following the previous meeting the equipment on the play area had been found to be damaged.  The suppliers had fitted one new seat, but another was also broken.  Two further seats had been ordered which would provide a spare in the event of further damage.  The total cost would be £141.00.  An invoice for the first £47.00 had been received.  The council approved the action.  Further enquiries would be made regarding the insurance appropriate to the installation and the inspections required.

Buzabout – The financial support for Buzabout would cease at the end of the current financial year. A request had been received for a contribution towards its future operation.  The parish share of a total of £1000 had been based upon the relative sizes of the parishes benefiting from its operation.  Shotley’s share would be £150.  It was agreed in discussion that the sum of £150 should be included in the precept for next year.  It was also felt that such was the benefit of the service that a further sum should be considered if it became necessary.  

Parish Clerk’s Salary - Cllr Mullan briefed councillors that Mrs McLaughlin had acted as minute taker for the June meeting.  Attendance at the meeting and preparation of the minutes had taken approximately 5 hours.  It was proposed by Cllr Mullan, seconded by Cllr Matthews that the sum of £50 should be granted to Mrs McLaughlin for her work

Authorisation of Payments:

The Council agreed that it should not be necessary to authorise individual regular monthly payments already included within the precept for the year if they had been voted upon at the beginning of the year, simply to record them.

The following payments were authorised

SALC – Chair Training Manual 2005-07-31



£10.00

SALC – Attendance at SALC AGM, Cllrs Long & Matthews
£24.00

Cllr Long – Travel Expenses – attending SALC AGM

£15.20

The following routine payments were noted: 

Cleaning bus shelter Mrs Bugg (monthly)



£72.00

Donation to SVHMC for use of Village Hall for PC Meetings 
£15.00

Donation to SVHMC for Over 60s use of Village Hall

£12.00

EON – Street Lighting Maintenance July & August


£60.00

Planning Applications:

.  

B/05/00993/FHA/AT – 5 Gate Farm Road.  Erection of single-storey extension and conservatory after demolition of existing conservatory.  Cllr Long had consulted on this application. There were no objections to this application.

B/05/ 01132/FHA/AT- 49 Kitchener Way – Erection of Two storey side extension – modified submission. Cllr Long had consulted on this application. There were no objections to this application.

Planning Results
B/05/00864/FHA/LJB - Mallwyd House, The Street.  Erection of rear extension.  Permission granted subject to standard conditions.

B/04/02148 – 16 Kirkton Close.  2-storey side Extension as amended.  Granted subject to conditions.

B/04/02266/FHA/LJH – 10 Kirkton Close.  2 storey Side Extension with integral garage (existing garage to be demolished). Granted subject to conditions.
DEFRA – Clean Neighbourhoods and the Environment Act 2005 .   Copies of the document would be distributed and the subject addressed at the next meeting

SALC – Local Democracy Year – Cllr Steel had been working on this subject separately and he agreed to report to the next meeting.

Involvement of the Community in Planning in Babergh – Cllr Steel had studied the document and produced a response to the initial questionnaire.  This would be submitted and would lead to further information for the Parish Council to consider.

Parish Plan – Cllr Steel spoke.  Although there had been delay in completing the inputs, his request to defer the submission led to the knowledge that the Parish Plan Steering Committee are still within the timescale for completion of October.  The Business Questionnaire would be issued during the following weekend with a meeting to follow on 5 September.  The Amplifier project involving a number of youths from Shotley and surrounding area had come to an end but it was hoped that it might recommence in September. The training had been a great value to participants and a music group had performed in the village to much acclaim.

BT Proposal to convert Phone Boxes to Debit/Credit Card (non-cash) boxes
Although the content of the BT proposal had been widely advertised, only one response had been received from a parent asking that one cash phone be retained.  A response from the Parish Council would be sent suggesting that one phone box in Shotley and one in Shotley Gate be retained as a cash/phone card machine.

Parish Clerk Interviews – A revised job description incorporating the RFO role had been prepared.  It was agreed that an advert would be placed in the local newspapers in order to widen the net.  The My.Shotley website would also carry a link.  Once responses had been received a fresh set of interviews would be set up.

HMS Ganges Application – Following the Babergh Development Committee meeting in Shotley, where the outline planning application had been approved, documentation had been submitted to GOEast by Babergh DC's Head of  Planning (Control).   In addition, a strong letter from the parish Council had been sent to the Chief Executive of Babergh DC and another to GOEast protesting at the way the decision had been reached and calling for a re-assessment.  Both agencies acknowledged the letters.  The Press had reported that the Secretary of State had decided to call in the Application and initiate a Public Enquiry, although formal notification had not yet been received.  Much credit was due to Cllr Steel for his work on the content of the letters.  Cllr Steel wished it recorded that the other parishes had provided strong support for Shotley’s stand, not just for the effect any development might have on the B1456 and  B1081.

Cllr Mullan advised that Dr Wend Le-las, our consultant, had suggested that she might visit Babergh in our support and had requested further documentation.  All agreed that she should be invited, both to visit Babergh and to brief the Council.

Councillors Points 
Cllr Matthews – Two adults and a child had been riding along the public footpath at the base of the cliff.  The Woodland Trust fence had been cut adjacent to the Tudor Close stile to permit motorcyclists to enter Trust land to ride in.

Cllr Corness – People were riding round the inside perimeter of the SHARP Field on mini motorcycles, endangering pedestrians crossing the field.  She had spoken to them and received verbal abuse.

Both incidents will be reported to the police in the hope that they can assist with curbing this behaviour.  Babergh DC would be contacted to check on what signage could be provided to mitigate our public liability in the event that an accident takes place.

Cllr Mullan – The Parish Council meeting should have been held on 21 July.  Its postponement had been the result of a misinterpretation of the minimum number of councillors required to form a quorum combined with the mistaken belief that six councillors would not have been present.  The quorum is three and a greater number would have been present.  

There being no further business to discuss the meeting closed at 9.40 pm.  The next meeting will be held on 18th August.
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