MINUTES OF SHOTLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 21 April 2005

Present:  Cllr C E Sullivan (Chair), and Cllrs J A Mullan, N G Bugg, W A Corness, B Hooper, A.M. Long, M. J. Matthews, and G Steel.

In attendance:  County Cllr Wood, District Cllr Sadler, PC Campbell and 6 members of the public.

Apologies:  Apologies were received from Cllr R J Wrinch who had a business commitment and Cllr Hooper, who was unwell.   Cllr Wood apologised that he had to leave early.

The meeting opened at 7.35 p.m.

Police Brief


PC Campbell reported that there had been five crimes in the parish during March, three thefts and two burglaries

Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 17 Mar 05, having been previously circulated, were amended as necessary, accepted as a true record and signed by the chairman.

Matters Arising

Probert Community Awards – could the Chairman and Cllr Corness download their own nomination forms.   The Chairman requested that the clerk obtain the forms


The clerk noted that the SALC CEO, Mary Mitson-Woods, could discuss the formation of committees with the council on 9 Jun.

Treasurers Points


The clerk had spoken to The Public Works Loan Board.   It had confirmed that the May 2005 payment of £4537.71 would be the last repayment on the Village Hall loan.


The statement of account for March was circulated.   Additionally Mrs Cini gave a brief summary of the financial position of the council over the year 2004/5.

The statement of the internal auditors for the period 2002/3 was considered.

Authorisation of Payments


The council authorised the following payments:

SVHMC – subsidy for the Over 60s Club - £19.00.

Parish Clerk – computer virus protection upgrade - £20.11.

Domestic Computer Services – repair and replacements to the clerk’s computer - £180.00

SALC - Annual subscription - £504.40.   Proposed by Cllr Mullan, seconded by Cllr Matthews.   All were in favour.

Parish Plan – Cost of the questionnaire - £976.43

Web site costs - £35.00.   Proposed by Cllr Mullan, seconded by Cllr Long. All were in favour.

Expenses - Cllr Steel.   £7.20.

Planning Applications

B/05/00512/FHA/LJB – 10 Ganges Road.   Erection of first floor side extension.   Cllr Long spoke.   There was no objection from the neighbours and she recommended that the application be supported.   This was agreed

B/05/00532/FUL/RC – Shotley Marina Ltd.   Erection of toilet facilities.   Cllr Mullan spoke; there was concern about the position of the outflow but otherwise the application should be supported.   The council agreed.


Former HMS Ganges site.   Cllr Steel summarised the various meetings that had taken place since the last parish council meeting.   Cllr Wood summarised the decisions of the County Council.   This had recommended to the LPA that the site would support no more than 200 houses.   The Chairman reminded the meeting that the planning meeting would be held on 8 Jun in the Village Hall.

Planning Results
04/2269 –  12 Queensland.   Erection of two bungalows and associated garden sheds.   Approved.

05/263 – 60 Great Harlings.   Felling of two pine trees and one deciduous tree.   Approved.

Parish Plan


Cllr Steel reported that 50 – 60 % of the Shotley questionnaires had been returned and 100% in Arwarton.   Input of the data was continuing and an interim summary would be put before the Annual Parish Meeting.   The My Shotley website had had 960 hits in March and efforts were being made to link to the “One Suffolk” website for Parish Council matters.

Parish Emergency Procedures


The clerk reported that he had not received any details from SALC of their seminar on this subject

Parish Clerk’s Points and Correspondence

Cllr Bugg was asked if their was still a need for Mrs Bugg to have a Helping Hand to clear up the play park in Kingsland.   Following a reply in the affirmative the clerk provided a catalogue.


A report had been received from SCC Environment and Transport about obstructive parking in Lower Harlings.   It had been requested that the matter be mentioned in the next edition of the “Noticeboard”.


A letter had been received from Suffolk Coastal DC requesting the parish’s participation in the “the Local Development Framework”


A letter had been received from Birketts solicitors noting the transfer of the SHARP land on 30th March 2005 together with the variation of access over Mr & Mrs Hylands land.   The Land Registry registration was still awaited.


The Drama Group would be using the Village Hall for productions 9th – 16th October 2005 and 11th - 19th February 2006.   The latter would require a change the Parish Council meeting.   A decision was agreed but deferred.

Councillors’ Points

Cllr Bugg requested that “Home Start” be placed on the agenda for next month.


Cllr Mullan requested that the “Noticeboard” contain a Parish Council news insert in each issue.   Cllr Long replied that the editorial team were considering improvements to the publication, including an increase in the number of pages in each issue.


Cllr Matthews asked about the money from the sales of the Alms Houses.   The clerk reported that he was still trying to find out what was happening to this.


The Chairman noted the 100th anniversary “Images of Shotley” event to be held in the Village Hall.


Cllr Corness reported that the Community Response Scheme had five volunteers.

There being no further business to discuss the meeting closed at 9.24 p.m.   The next meeting would be the Annual Parish Meeting on 12 May 2005, followed by the Annual Parish Council Meeting on 19 May 2005. 
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