MINUTES OF SHOTLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 17 March 2005

Present:  Cllr C E Sullivan (Chair), and Cllrs J A Mullan, N G Bugg, W A Corness, B Hooper, A.M. Long, M. J. Matthews and G Steel..

In attendance:  County Cllr Wood, District Cllr Sadler and 4 members of the public.

Apologies:  Apologies were received from Cllr Matthews, who had family concerns, from Cllr Wrinch who was delayed on business and from Dist Cllr Clarke and PC Campbell.

The meeting opened at 7.31 p.m.

Police Brief


The clerk reported that there had been four crimes committed in the parish over the previous month.   PC Campbell had commented on the amount of car crime on the peninsula, and that shed crime was increasing.   He had noted that a shed alarm, at a cost of about £8.00 could be a worthwhile investment.   Cllr Wood noted that much of the crime on the peninsula had been the work of peripatetic criminals operating from Ipswich.

Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 24 February 05, having been previously circulated, were accepted as a true record and signed by the chairman.

Matters Arising


The possibility of using anti graffiti paint on the Kingsland bus shelter was discussed.   Cllr Steel thought it a possible project for the two outreach workers,   Cllr Corness noted that Holbrook High School Arts department was also looking for projects of this type.   The council decided to proceed with the latter option.

Treasurers Points


The clerk noted that there was to be a SALC training course for clerks and RFOs on 26th April and wondered if the new RFO wished to attend.   The RFO agreed to do so.


The statement of account for January was circulated and discussed.

Authorisation of Payments


The council authorised the following payments:

SVHMC – Subsidy for the Over 60s Club - £10.00.

Mrs Bugg – bus shelter cleaning - £144.00.

Cllr Long – expenses - £53.00.

Cllr Mullan – expenses £4.58.

Suffolk ACRE – subscription – £65.00.   Proposed by Cllr Mullan, seconded by Cllr Steel.   All were in favour.


Cllr Corness outlined the Suffolk NHS Trust Community Responder Scheme, provided background documentation and answered questions.   In essence the scheme trained local volunteer first aiders in the use of Automatic External Defibrillators, after which they could be called out to attend local medical incidents where the ambulance response time would be greater than 8 minutes   The scheme required the expenditure of £500.00 to set up and the council was requested to donate this sum.


The council discussed the scheme and agreed that it was worthwhile.   The Chairman, seconded by Cllr Long, proposed that the sum of £660.00 be donated and that Cllr Corness be encouraged to approach the council again should there be a need to supplement the scheme in the future.   All were in favour.


A request had been received for a contribution to support the work of the East Anglian Air Ambulance.   Cllr Mullan, seconded by Cllr Hooper, proposed that the sum of £150.00 be donated.   All were in favour.

Planning Applications

B/05/00434/FHA/AT – 34 Kingsland.   Erection of two storey side extension with integral garage.   Cllr Bugg spoke:  there was no objection from either neighbour and the design of the extension appeared to be in harmony with the surroundings.   The council supported the application.

Planning Results

04/2227 – Shotley Hall Farm.   Erection of agricultural storage building.   Approved

Parish Council Development


The clerk reiterated the dates that Mary Mitson-Woods would be available to speak to the Parish Council.   The council decided to request 4th April or, if this was not available 13th or 15th April.

Parish Plan

Cllr Steel noted that the Plan questionnaires had been distributed and were starting to come back in, the “Myshotley” website was going from strength to strength and the first tranche of the Countryside Alliance grant could now be requested.


Cllr Wood congratulated the Parish Plan Committee on the structure of the website and noted that he had been using it as an example of good practise to other parishes that had requested advice on setting up a similar facility.

Parish Emergency Procedures


Cllr Corness apologised that she had not been able to get a copy of the SCC Emergency guidelines but hoped to have them for the next meeting.   The clerk noted that the planned SALC seminar on emergency planning procedures had been cancelled due to the inclement weather and a new date and venue had not yet been arranged.

Suffolk ACRE Probert Community Initiative Awards


Cllr Corness, seconded by the Chairman, proposed that Shotley “Kidzone” be nominated.   The Chairman, seconded by Cllr Corness, proposed that the “Myshotley” website organisers should be nominated.   The council agreed both nominations.

Parish Clerk’s Points and Correspondence

SALC had sent  nomination details for any community newsletter that wished to enter their “Newsletter of the Year” competition.   The Chairman and Cllr Long agreed to action this.


Cllr Wood’s monthly summary had been received.   The Council Tax rise had been limited to 2.5%; SCC would invest an extra £1.7m in home care for the elderly; the “For my Girlfriend” road safety campaign to reduce road accidents caused by younger drivers had been relaunched on St Valentine’s Day; four more schools had been granted specialist status and SCC had appointed its first Director for Young People.   The work of the Trading Standards Office over the previous year had also been summarised.


The Home Office was carrying out a one-time survey of burial grounds.   Cllr Bugg had provided details and the clerk would be responding.

Councillors’ Points

Cllr Steel noted that the Babergh DC amenities fund appeared to have been suspended and he felt that there should have been some consultation on this,


Cllr Steel summarised the recent Peninsula Parishes Alliance meeting and detailed the timetable of events for the planning application for the former HMS Ganges site.   The council discussed this in some detail feeling that it would be better if the Parish Council could speak to Babergh directly rather than through the medium of the PPA.   The details of the Sect 106 agreement needed to be spelt out and some indication should be given of the sums involved.   It was agreed that Cllr Steel would request a meeting between Mr Watson and a selected number of councillors leading to a presentation to the full council by Mr Watson a subsequent meeting.


Cllr Corness requested a discussion on play equipment for the Annex Field.   The Chairman requested that this be deferred to the next meeting.


Cllr Long, seconded by Cllr Mullan, proposed that the council donate £175.00 to fund a band to play at the 100th Anniversary celebration of HMS Ganges in April.   All were in favour.


Cllr Long summarised the recent SALC meeting


Cllr Wood noted that he had investigated the possibility of a cycle route between Shotley and Ipswich and had discovered that the cost would be prohibitive.

There being no further business to discuss the meeting closed at 9.15 p.m.   The next meeting would be on 21 April 2005.
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