 MINUTES OF SHOTLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 20 Jan 2005

Present:  Cllr C E Sullivan (Chair), and Cllrs J A Mullan, N G Bugg, W A Corness, B Hooper, A.M. Long, M. J. Matthews, G Steel and R J Wrinch..

In attendance: District Cllr Sadler, Mr Ian Tippett and Mrs Helen Shackleton, and 9 members of the public.

Apologies:  Apologies were received from Cty Cllr Wood, Distr Cllr Clarke and PC Campbell

Declarations of Interest


Cllr Matthews declared a prejudicial interest in any matters involving Shotley Kidzone.

The meeting opened at 7.29 p.m.

Police Brief


The clerk reported that four crimes had been reported in the parish during December.   Cllr Mullan noted that the person arrested in connection with tyre slashing in Kingsland and Gate Farm Road had been found guilty and sentenced.

Affordable Housing – The Babergh Perspective


The Chairman welcomed Mr Tippett and Mrs Shackleton from Babergh DC.   Mr Tippett explained that he was the Housing Services Manager and gave a short presentation on the findings of the survey of housing needs carried out during the summer of 2004 and the identified need for affordable housing within the district as a result.   The types of affordable housing were listed and it was stressed that all were subsidised.   The needs of Shotley were listed and the Parish Council’s assistance in developing a Local Needs Housing Scheme requested.


Cllr Steel noted that housing need would be an aspect of the Parish Plan questionnaire to be circulated in the near future.


The Chairman thanked Mr Tippett for his time and effort.

Visit to Finland – Miss Sophie Barnes


Sophie, who had been sponsored in part by the Parish Council, described her trip to Finland as a participant in the Annual Guide Jamboree.   She had also prepared a display board of items of interest garnered on the trip.   Whilst having a wonderful time the trip had not been totally trouble free.   Especially mentioned were the weather – it rained for five days out of eight, and the perils of Helsinki trams.


The Chairman thanked Sophie for her presentation.

Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 16 Dec 04, having been previously circulated, were amended as necessary, accepted as a true record and signed by the chairman.

Matters Arising


The clerk noted that he had ordered rubbish and dog bins although these had not yet arrived.   He requested the council’s authorisation to consult a local builder to determine the best way of mounting the bins.   This was agreed.


The clerk confirmed that Essex police had been using the former HMS Ganges site for training purposes.   Suffolk Police were also considering using the site.

Treasurers Points


The allotment rents, held over since November needed to be collected.   The RFO undertook to arrange.


The clerk noted that he had received RoSPA’s offer to inspect play areas on an annual basis and recommended that the council take advantage of this.   The prices were quoted.   Cllr Bugg, seconded by Cllr Mullan, proposed that the council request inspections.   All were in favour.

Authorisation of Payments


The council authorised the following payments:

Malcolm Andrew – Magnetic notice board and two 4 dwr filing cabinets - £_______.   Proposed by Cllr Long, seconded by Cllr Bugg.   All were in favour.

A request for funding had been received from Suffolk Accident Rescue Service.   Cllr Mullan, seconded by Cllr Matthews proposed that the sum of £200.00 be donated.   All were in favour.

The clerk noted that the council had accepted in principle the need to assist Shotley Kidzone and summarised the reasons for this.   The main problem was the loan of £5,000.00 that had been taken out by the committee.   Cllr Corness, seconded by Cllr Mullan proposed that the council donate £5,000.00 to the Kidzone to repay the loan.   All were in favour.

Planning Applications

04/2185 – 68 Great Harlings, erection of first floor side extension.   Cllr Matthews spoke:  there was no objection from the neighbours.   The council supported the application.
04/2197 – Parking area to the front of 57/59 Kingsland.   Alteration/extension to existing parking area.   Cllr Bugg spoke:  there was no objection to the application but on the other hand there was no demonstrated need for additional spaces as those in existence were seldom used.
04/2212 – 22 Kirkton Close, erection of rear conservatory.   Cllr Matthews spoke: there was no objection from the neighbours.   The council supported the application.
04/2266 – 10 Kirkton Close.   Erection of two storey side extension.   Existing garage to be demolished.   Cllr Matthews spoke:  neighbours had expressed concerns over loss of light and the presence of overlooking windows.   It was recommended that Babergh DC conduct a site visit.   There was also concern that the proposed extension was very large.

04/2268 & 04/2269 – 11 & 12 Queensland.   Erection of two bungalows on each site.   The existing buildings to be demolished.   Cllr Bugg spoke:  the neighbours had no objections but the occupant of No 9 had requested a small revision to the plan in order to have space for maintenance of his own property.

Planning Results

04/1898 – 18 Kirkton Close.   Erection of a separate detached dwelling in the side garden.   Refused.


The granting of a certificate of lawful use or development of Gate Farm Road Caravan Site has been refused.


04/1929 & 04/1930 – 1 Charity Farm Cottages.   Erection of single storey rear extension and alteration and extension of existing outbuildings had been approved together with the listed building consent.


04/0408 – Westfield, The Street.   Insertion of dormer windows.   The appeal against the result of this application had been withdrawn.

Parish Council Development


At the Chairman’s request the clerk summarised the results of the discussion group held on 11 Jan.   The Chairman stated that the whole subject was still at the consultation stage and any further input from councillors would be welcomed.   Cllr Wrinch noted that there might be a difficulty of filling posts and finding time to attend many extra meetings.   Cllr Mullan reported that he had asked an acquaintance, a Parish Councillor on another council, to provide details of how that council managed things.   This might save Shotley having to re-invent the wheel.

Parish Plan

Cllr Steel summarised the results of the most recent committee meeting.   At the moment the most pressing need was for questionnaire distributors in Shotley.   Ten people were needed as a minimum and twenty would be better.   Difficulties with Arwarton had been resolved although there was still some divergence of opinion on questions to be included.

Parish Clerk’s Points and Correspondence

The clerk noted that he had received Cllr Wood’s objection to the Ganges development application.   The substance was read out and the clerk noted that Cllr Wood’s objections confirmed the Parish Councils requests to LPA.


The clerk reported that there was to be a PPA meeting on 2 Feb and that the Parish Council had been invited to send representatives.   Cllrs Steel and Long agreed to attend.   Cllr Steel noted that the PPA’s remit seemed to be growing, as this latest meeting would also discuss the Parish Transport Grant.


The clerk noted that under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 the Council was required to authorise qualified officers.   These should be the clerk as the primary authorisation and the Chairman as the secondary authorisation.   The council accepted this.

Suffolk County Council draft statement of “Community Involvement” had been received.   Cllr Steel noted that this impacted upon the Parish Plan and undertook to study the document.

Councillors’ Points

Cllr Wrinch noted that rubbish was being tipped in the field opposite the end of Wades Lane


Cllr Matthews reported that she and Cllr Long were organising a tsunami appeal event in the village hall on Sunday 23rd Jan.


Cllr Bugg reported on problems with streetlights 11,18,19 and 25 in Kingsland/Queensland.   The clerk stated that he had already reported some of these but would report them again.


Cllr Bugg noted that there was some problem with vehicles parking overnight in the Shotley PO lay-byes and remaining there into the working day.


Cllr Bugg informed the council that the Phase 1 repairs to the church had now been completed.

There being no further business to discuss the meeting closed at 9.12 p.m.   The next meeting would be held on 24 Feb 05.
3 of 3
Minutes Shotley Parish Council Meeting 200105

