MINUTES OF SHOTLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 18 November 2004

Present:  Cllr C E Sullivan (Chair), and Cllrs J A Mullan, N G Bugg, A.M. Long, M. J. Matthews and G Steel.

In attendance:  County Cllr Wood and 7 members of the public.

Apologies:  Apologies were received from Cllr Corness who was in hospital, Cllr Hooper who was on holiday and from Cllr Wrinch who was attending another meeting.   Apologies were also received from District Councillors Clarke and Sadler.

Declarations of Interest


Cllr Matthews declared a prejudicial interest in Shotley Playgroup.

The meeting opened at 7.34 p.m.

Police Brief


The clerk reported that there had been three crimes reported in the parish during October.

Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 21 Oct 04, having been previously circulated, were, amended as necessary, accepted as a true record and signed by the chairman.

Matters Arising


In view of the likely cost Cllr Matthews undertook to resubmit her request for dog fouling bins.


The Chairman reported that the “Noticeboard” would resume publication at the end of November.

Treasurers Points


The clerk noted that the Precept papers for 2005/6 had now been received there was, therefore, a need to set a budget.   The council agreed that the clerk should prepare a draft to be discussed at a Chairman’s Working Group to be held on 6 Dec.


The Chairman reported that she had had discussions with SALC that had indicated that the best way forward for the Parish Council was to adopt a committee system.   She intended to circulate a paper on this and would request councillors’ views at the next meeting.


The clerk was requested to prepare an advert for an external RFO to be sent to SALC.


Cllr Mullan, seconded by Cllr Matthews, proposed that the council purchase a display board for enlargements of Mr Neil Diplock’s aerial photographs of the village.   The cost not to exceed £150.00.   All were in favour.


After discussion the council agreed to defer the collection of allotment rents until February.

Planning Applications


B/04/01898/FUL/LJB – Part side garden, 18 Kirkton Close,   Erection of detached dwelling with double garage (existing garage and outbuildings to be demolished).   Cllr Mullan spoke:  the proposed dwelling was in keeping with the character of the close but there was concern that granting this application would set a precedent for other houses in the close that also possessed large gardens.   After discussion the council agreed to object to the application.


B/04/01929/FHA/MF – 1 Charity Farm Cottages.   Erection of single storey rear extension (existing rear conservatory to be demolished) and alteration/extension of existing outbuildings.


B/04/01930/LBC/MF – 1 Charity Farm Cottages.   Listed building consent for application 04/1929.


Cllr Bugg spoke on these two applications.   The occupant of No 2 had expressed concerns about the proposed development because she had a “flying freehold” and the plan as envisaged would mean the demolition of her woodshed because of the erratic nature of the boundary.   After discussion the council agreed to support the application but to request a visit by Babergh DC Planning Inspectorate to assess the situation.

Planning Results

An appeal had been submitted against the decision to turn down the extension at 49 Kitchener way.

Shotley Kidzone (formerly Playgroup)


The Chairman welcomed Mrs Melanie Faux as a representative of the Playgroup.   Mrs Faux explained the position in which the Playgroup found itself after having to buy a new building rather than the second hand one that had been originally budgeted for.   Details of the Playgroup’s budget were circulated.


The council agreed in principle (subject to the agreement of the RFO) to defray the loan taken out privately by the members of the Playgroup committee but noted that there would still be a shortfall of some £3,000.00.   Mrs Faux confirmed that fund raising continued.


The Chairman expressed her admiration for the commitment shown by the committee and thanked them for attending the meeting.

Shotley GP Practice

Cllr Bugg confirmed that the Parish Meeting to explain the way forward had been arranged for 1 Dec in the Main Hall.   Cllr Wood noted that meetings had already been held at Holbrook and Harkstead.

Parish Plan

Cllr Steel reported that there had recently been some contention in Arwarton Parish regarding the concept of the joint Parish Plan.   This remained to be resolved, but he had no doubt that it would be.


Minutes of the most recent Plan Committee meeting were circulated.

Babergh DC Community Achievement Awards


After discussion the council decided to nominate the Shotley Playgroup Committee for their hard work in raising funds for a new building.


Cllr Long agreed to draft the commendation.

Parish Clerk’s Points and Correspondence

The executive summary of the Babergh DC Housing Needs Survey had been received.


As the next stage of the “Twin-Bin” scheme, a team from the “Sort-it-Crew” would be visiting houses in the district over the next few months to look into specific problem areas.   The aim is to visit two thirds of all households.

The agenda for the SALC Babergh Area Committee meeting (29 Nov) was passed to Cllr Long.

Cllr Woods monthly summary had been received giving details of The East of England plan, improved children’s services and the county council’s racial harassment initiative.

SVHMC had reported expansion plans in order to accommodate more youth activities.   Cllrs Bugg and Mullan explained the plans in greater detail.

Councillors’ Points

Cllr Mullan noted that the alms houses were for sale and wished to know what happened to any money arising from this.   The clerk was instructed to speak to the Charity Commissioners, or Leonard Hackett Memorial Trust, as appropriate.


Cllr Wood reminded the meeting of the County and District Coouncillors’ surgery to be held on 11 Dec.

Any Other Business

The Chairman requested that the clerk send flowers and a card to Cllr Corness.

There being no further business to discuss the meeting closed at 9.45 p.m.   The next meeting would be on 16 Dec.
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