MINUTES OF SHOTLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 16.JUNE 2005

Present:  Cllrs J A Mullan, N G Bugg, W A Corness, B Hooper, A M Long, M J Matthews, G Steel, R J Wrinch and Mrs Cini, RFO  

In Attendance:  Cty Cllr Wood, Dist Cllr Sadler and 3 members of the public.

Apologies:  Apologies were received from Cllr Sullivan and Pc Campbell.

The meeting opened at 7.34 p.m.  The Chair welcomed Mrs Rosa McCulloch, who had agreed to take the minutes of the meeting.

Declarations of Interest: 

 Parish Council payment for use of Village Hall:  Cllr Bugg declared his interest as treasurer of the Village Hall.  Cllr Steel declared his interest as a member of the Village Hall Management Committee.

Police Brief:  

As Pc Campbell was unable to attend there was no police brief.  However the council was not aware of anything of significance to report.

Minutes of Previous Meeting: 

The minutes of the previous meeting held on 26th May, having been previously circulated were accepted as a true record and signed by the chairman.

Matters Arising:

Rubbish at the top of Wades Lane:  Cllr Mullan is to contact Environmental Health at Babergh D C in this regard.

RFO’s Points:

Bank statements were unavailable at the time of the meeting.  Change of signatory form to be provided for Cllr Wrinch.

Allotments – Cllr Bugg agreed to deliver forms.  It was resolved that the rent for 2004 would be collected at the same time as the 2005 rent.

Rangers Football Club Toilet Block – The costed proposals for this project were not ready and it was decided to defer discussion of a grant.

Ipswich Transport Museum-“100 Years of Buses” Rally – The possibility of providing a grant towards the cost of fuel for this event was discussed and will be finalised at the next meeting in July.

Home-Start – No further information had been received and a decision to defer the matter to the July meeting was agreed.

Shotley School – Cllr Matthews was asked to request a formal letter from the school to enable the Council to consider a grant in support of school trips.  This will be addressed at the July meeting.

Parish Council payment for use of Village Hall – Cllrs Bugg and Steel withdrew.  The Parish Council are required to hold meetings and space must be made readily available.  The Village Hall is self-supporting, however it was suggested that a nominal fee should be paid.  Cty Cllr Wood advised that the hall should be run for the benefit of the village.  In other areas a standard fee is negotiated for Parish Council meetings.  A fee of £15 per meeting was proposed by Cllr Wrinch and seconded by Cllr Hooper.  The proposal was carried.

Parish Clerk’s Salary – Interviews for the post of Clerk are due to take place in the week commencing 27th June.  The salary will be in line with the recommendations of the National Association of Parish Clerks and, following a probationary period of 3 months, may increase.  Ancillary costs including pension and holiday entitlement would also need to be considered.  A working party will decide final amount.  The working party will consist of Cllrs Mullan, Steel and Corness.

Authorisation of Payments:

The Council authorised the following payments:

Admin expenses – ink cartridge


£15.99

                               Stationery



£  4.82

Cleaning bus shelter Mrs Bugg (monthly)

£72.00

Notice boards

The current notice boards were not lockable and there was insufficient space to display statutory notices.  The cost of a metal lockable notice board was in the region of £500.  It was suggested that one should replace the existing notice board outside the village hall and a second be placed on Bristol Hill.  Both would have space for statutory notices together with local events listings etc.  It was suggested that a larger board in each case might replace existing ones and provide space for both private and public notices.  Cllr Mullan was to investigate and report back at the next meeting.

Alms Houses – No word yet received re money from the sale.

Litter bins/dog bins – No word yet – Cllr Long to chase.

SALC – The meeting with Mary Mitford-Wood re committees on 9th June was reported as useful.  However, Cty Cllr Wood advised the use of a “Portfolio Holder” was not in the remit of Parish Councils.  A spokesperson would be more appropriate.  Further consideration would be given to the formation of committees to spread the load of the council business and reduce the length of the monthly meetings.

Request from Peter and Mary Baxter

A letter had been received from Peter and Mary Baxter seeking funding for their World Challenge expedition.  Cllr Corness advised that audit recommend that payments are not made to individuals.  In view of this the request is being held in abeyance until further advice has been sought.

Playground
Cllr Long reported that she had received a reply from the company who installed the playground equipment.  In their view the damage was caused by vandalism and would cost approx £40 to replace.  Cllr Mullan asked if there should there be statutory inspections and if so by whom? ROSPA / Playground Company?  It was decided that the PC should appoint a councillor to inspect the site weekly and report any damage to the clerk for action.   It was suggested that seating be provided to give older children a place to “chat”.  Cllr Steel would like to see involvement of the young in decision-making.  Before agreeing to order the second set of play equipment for the Sharp Field a working party consisting of Cllrs Matthews, Corness, Steel and Long will gather information and report back to P C.

Planning Applications:

B/05/00864/FHA/LJB - Mallwyd House, The Street.  Erection of rear extension.  Cllr Bugg spoke. There were no objections from neighbours to the proposed extension.  

B/05/0089/FHA/AT - 3 Hervey Terrace.  Erection of single storey side extension.  Cllr Long spoke. There were no objections to this application.

B/05/00696/FHA/RC - 4 Cherry Gardens.  Demolish single garage and replace with double garage.  Install 2 dormer windows.  Cllr Long spoke. No objections were raised with regard to the garage.  However some concerns were voiced in respect of the design of the dormer windows.  A site visit from Babergh would be appropriate and Dist Cllr Sadler was asked to contact Babergh in this regard.

Planning Results
B/03/01085?OUT - Former HMS Ganges Shotley Gate.  Erection of 325 dwellings etc. Babergh Development Committee met on 8th June at the Village Hall in Shotley.  They decided to accept the application.  The Parish Council has not yet received the minutes of this meeting.  It was agreed that a letter would be sent to the Leader of Babergh District Council on the conduct of the Development Committee Meeting.  This would be circulated in draft to Cllrs before submission.
B/05/00532/FUL/RC – Shotley Marina.  Erection of toilet facilities.  Permission granted subject to conditions.

Planning Appeal

APP/D3505/A/04/1165052 - 49 Kitchener Way – addition of 4th bedroom.  Following a site visit by the Planning Inspector on 12th May this appeal was dismissed.

Parish Plan
Cllr Steel spoke. It was unlikely that all the data from the Parish Plan Questionnaires would be completed by the end of July.  He will contact granting authority to defer the completion date. 

Anti-Social Behaviour Act 2003 – complaints about high hedges. 

Cllr Steel raised the point that the cost of £300 to submit a complaint to the local authority to have a hedge removed seemed very high.  He had received an e-mail from Richard Watson advising that the Act provides that Councils can charge to cover costs.  Cty Cllr Wood advised that when a complaint is received by the Council an officer will visit to see if the complaint is justified.  No fee will be payable until the complaint is accepted.  The fee is to cover legal and other costs.  

BT Proposal to convert Phone Boxes to Debit/Credit Card (non-cash) boxes
BT had advised that due to low usage they propose to convert the telephone boxes at Tudor Close and Bristol Hill from coin boxes to debit/credit card use only.  Emergency calls will be unaffected.  However, the PC expressed concerns re children who may not be able to call home for assistance.  Cllr Matthews suggested a note be sent out with the Community News and via local schools.

Council Correspondence

SALC- Cllr Steel provided a report.  Their AGM will be held on 9th July and Cllrs Matthews and Long will attend.

Licensing – Reminder for premises applications to be with local authority by 6th August.  An application in respect of late extensions for the Shipwreck Inn had been displayed in the vicinity of the public House.  No notification had been made to the PC.  The chair agreed to address this matter with Babergh’s licensing committee chair, Dist Cllr Lazenby.

Buzzabout – The monitor group are to meet on 7th July at 7 pm at Stutton and Cllr Long will represent the P C.

Assessment of Rights of Way Improvement Plan – After studying the report Cllr Wrinch gave this summary.  

The Plan will:


Try to increase footpaths


Provide better signed bridges / footpaths


Improve general access


Monitor erosion of coastal path


B1456 safety issues


The maintenance cost involved would be high

Cllr Bugg pointed out that the grass cutting behind Kingsland and Tower House had not been carried out satisfactorily.  Cllr Mullan will contact Grounds Maintenance at Babergh re this issue. 

An invitation had been received to view the block built bungalows built at Stratford St Mary on 29th June and Brantham on 30th June.

Befriending – A request had been received for the PC to consider a donation for the organisation involved with befriending people with learning difficulties aged 18 – 80.

Councillors Points 
Cllr Corness asked what had happened to the funding from drug awareness and youth workers.  No feedback had been received.  E-mail contact via youth forum partnership.

Cty Cllr Wood advised the meeting that locality money for repair of rural roads etc was due to be released shortly.  This is a reduced figure and applications should be forwarded as soon as possible.

There being no further business to discuss the meeting closed at 9.58 pm.  The next meeting will be held on 21st July.
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