
Ipswich Unitary Bid

In July, Local Government Minister John Healey announced that nine proposals for unitary status will now go ahead towards implementation with the intention that all new authorities are fully up and running in 2009, one of these authorities will be Ipswich.

Based on the detailed assessment the Government has asked Ipswich Borough Council to undertake further work and submit additional information to demonstrate conclusively the financial viability of their proposals. Final decisions on all proposals will then be taken, once the new Local Government Bill is enacted.

The County Council’s Cabinet discussed a paper on 4th September which looked at how best to protect the long term interests of all Suffolk communities.  The paper set out the next steps for the county council, following the announcements on 25 July that proposals for a unitary council for Ipswich, and the Suffolk Pathfinder bid to improve two-tier working in the rest of the county would both move forward.

These next steps include:

· Agreeing a protocol with Ipswich Borough Council to underpin the implementation of a unitary Ipswich council 

· Setting up a cross-party joint implementation committee, made up of councillors from both councils 

· Establishing a programme board for Suffolk County Council to oversee the transfer of resources and staff, and to work together with Ipswich Borough Council on the design of services, including opportunities for shared services.

The programme board will work with those for the county council's Securing the Future programme and the cross-county Pathfinder work.  There will also need to be a programme board set up to establish a combined fire authority for Ipswich and Suffolk.

Blanket checks across the county

Safety chiefs from Suffolk County Council are urging residents to book their electric blankets in  for a FREE health check.  From the 10th September for one week fire stations across the county will be opening theirs doors to help Suffolk residents sleep easy this winter. 

Over the last three years more than 1200 blankets have been checked, with over 500 being condemned.  Blankets found to be unsafe were destroyed and a money off voucher provided to help buy a new one.

Mark Sanderson, assistant chief fire officer for Suffolk said: "I urge anyone who bought their blanket more than three years ago, and not had it checked, should do so without delay.  Your blanket may have become damaged whilst it has been stored over the summer. It is important to check your blanket is safe, before putting it back on your bed for the winter months."

He continued: "Don't leave it until it’s too late to get your blanket checked.  Fire officers will be on hand to answers your questions on general fire safety issues and to arrange for home fire safety checks to be carried out, where necessary".   

The booking line is now open and anyone wanting to book their blanket in for a check up should call 01473 260586

Key Stage 2 results: Suffolk can do better

Suffolk school children have achieved good results in some of the Key Stage 2 tests this year and they and their teachers should be congratulated for their effort and hard work. However, there are signs that more needs to be done.

In mathematics at level 4+ - the nationally expected level for 11 year olds - performance has improved by one percentage point, the only subject in which boys are stronger girls, while in science level 4+ there has been a rise of two percentage points to 87 per cent, with girls and boys doing equally well. Reading has improved slightly.

But in English and writing, performance has slipped back from last year's levels and overall, in all subjects, Suffolk does not match national levels of attainment.

The picture is no more encouraging when compared with the performance of “statistical neighbours" - those counties like Hertfordshire, Norfolk, Devon and Oxfordshire which most resemble Suffolk's profile. In a group of 11 such counties, Suffolk's best position is ninth in science and English. In reading and writing, Suffolk is kept out of bottom position by Norfolk, while in mathematics the last position is shared between Norfolk and Suffolk

Suffolk children must have the freedom to play

Young people from across Suffolk will be getting more freedom for play following the launch of the Suffolk Play Strategy.

In a ground breaking partnership, a number of organisations including Suffolk County Council, district and borough councils, PCTs,  Suffolk ACRE and Young Suffolk have joined together to form a group known as Partners in Play,Suffolk (PIPS). The aim is to increase and improve play provision in all areas for all children and young people in the county. The borough and district councils will be applying in September for BIG Lottery funding for play projects.
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