Year 4-5 Autumn Curriculum Letter 2008

Dear Parents/Carers,

I hope you all had a lovely summer. I am really looking forward to working in KS2 and getting to know all the children over the next few weeks. There are lots of exciting projects happening and the children will be going on some very exciting visits. As a whole school we will be working on a river project in conjunction with Clifford Road School and part of that this term is to take a boat trip along the Orwell River. This will lead to cross curricular work involving geography, art, history, music dance etc. There will be more details about the river trip in a separate letter.

Literacy. We will be following the new Primary Framework, involving work at word, sentence and text level and using a wide range of fiction and non-fiction texts.  Spellings will continue to be given out on a Friday and the children will be assessed the following Friday.  They will be given another diagnostic test at the beginning of the term to assess their ability and then will be grouped accordingly.  Guided reading will be undertaken regularly.  The children will bring home a reading book from school and are expected to read at least 4 times a week at home.  They will be rewarded for this in the form of stickers, which contribute to their merit cards. 

Numeracy- will also follow the new Primary Framework and will build on children’s skills developed during previous years.  
Science - For the first part of the term we will be studying habitats in and around the river. This will be linked to our whole school project. For the second part we will be studying materials and their properties focusing on evaporating and dissolving.
Art- We will be using different collage techniques and mediums whilst exploring the river environment. If you have any related art collages or prints we can use for display they would be much appreciated. The second half we will be using different printing techniques

DT – This is closely linked to our art and we will be making wall hangings. Children will be using sewing and gluing techniques.

History- Our topic after half term will be the Tudors and if you have any related artefacts they would be much appreciated.

Geography- In geography we will be studying the mountains environment. We will also be introducing the water cycle in relation to our river theme.

ICT- We will be linking this with other topics to produce display work and improving all our IT skills, including retrieval of information from a variety of IT sources

R.E – We will be reviewing the life and death cycle in Christianity

Music- Children will be listening to a variety of music and exploring their own ways of producing sounds. We will also be singing in rounds.

P.E – The first half of the term we will be doing Tag rugby and dance. After half term will be weather dependent but we will be swimming.

Homework will be sent home on a weekly basis, on Friday, for completion by the following Wednesday. Homework handed in after this day will not be marked and your child will be asked to stay in at lunch time to complete it.  If your child finds any aspect of the homework tricky, I would appreciate it if you could let me know.

We encourage children to take regular small drinks of water during the day as this has been shown to be of great benefit both to children’s health and their powers of concentration.  Water (not juice or squash) should be brought in a named plastic bottle and will be available at regular intervals throughout the day.  Drinks of squash or juice should be for lunchtimes only.

So this promises to be a busy but rewarding term. I look forward to seeing you throughout the term to celebrate the children’s achievements and work and hope that you will visit us in class to see how we are progressing. If you have any issues you need to discuss throughout the term please don’t hesitate to come in.

Yours sincerely

Jennifer Armstrong

